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Fernleigh Public School
The very best of both worlds
Our school is small enough to offer individualised tutoring while students benefit from our school being a part of the largest educational system in the southern hemisphere. 
We are also a member of two local Learning Communities, the Southern Cross Small Schools Network and the Plateau to the Sea Learning Community incorporating links to our three local public High Schools.
This allows world class programs and learning initiatives to run within a small school environment – bringing the very best of both worlds to Fernleigh Public School.
Professional and caring teachers deliver excellence in education
At Fernleigh Public School we take pride in delivering an excellent education in a warm and nurturing environment.
Our teachers are highly trained, caring individuals who are committed to helping all our students reach their full potential across all the key learning areas (KLAs) as well as the broad range of extra-curricular activities the school offers.
We are an innovative school community supportive of the idea of life-long learning. We continuously evaluate our approaches to learning to ensure that our school is always at the cutting edge.
A secure and friendly environment
Our strong relationship with all members of the school community contributes to the creation of a happy, safe and secure and welcoming school environment.
We believe the welfare of students and their families is paramount. We are committed to building self esteem in students and to ensuring both responsible behavior and a strong sense of civic pride.
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“It’s hard to imagine a better start to my daughter’s school life”
Jacinta Lithgow (Parent)
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Fernleigh Public School
Relevant teaching and learning programs
All KLAs have been designed to meet current learning standards to ensure students are taught the very latest curriculum. This strategic planning has evolved through consistent evaluation and through the professional development of staff to build expertise. Where necessary the input of outside agencies is obtained.
What students learn
English 
– an emphasis on reading, writing, talking and listening builds literacy skills quickly and effectively. Students needing extra assistance are identified early and receive specialist help. We have a successful Home Reading Program.
Mathematics
 
– a challenging ‘real-life’ problem-solving approach builds positive attitudes and skills in approaching Mathematics.
Science
 
– enjoyable, meaningful opportunities are provided for students to investigate the world around them.
Technology
 
– students are taught to utilise information technology to support their learning in all subjects. The school is fully networked with computers in each classroom and in the Library.
Human Society and its Environment
 
– students gain understandings about people and their social and physical environments. 
Languages other than English
- students participate in weekly Indonesian lessons.
Creative and Practical Arts
 
– our music and drama programs provide learning and performance opportunities that develop skills, self-esteem and confidence. Visual Arts and Crafts encourage creativity and foster self-expression.
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
 
– each grade is taught age-appropriate courses in personal development, nutrition, good health habits and physical education.
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Fernleigh Public School
Your child will receive a strong foundation in literacy
Fernleigh
 
Public School has a strong commitment to literacy. Our experienced staff are always up-to-date on current teaching practices such as the ‘Best Start Program’ and we also strongly value and promote the role of parents in developing and improving children’s literacy.
Students have access to a wide range of quality texts via the classroom, library and Home Reading Program.
The literacy skills of our students are developed across all KLAs and children’s progress is carefully monitored through regular assessments.
……..and numeracy
Numeracy activities at Fernleigh are implemented through a carefully sequenced program based on the state curriculum. The highly recognised Count Me in Too mathematics program has been implemented successfully across stages one and two within the school.
Skills and understandings are further fostered through the use of a wide variety of materials and are supported by access to a range of resources and technologies.
Children undergo regular assessment as part of the monitoring process, with quality support programs and specialist staff available to assist students experiencing difficulties.
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Fernleigh Public School
Innovative teaching programs
Planned sequences units in Human Society and its Environment, and Science and Technology are supplemented with educational excursions. These provide students with ‘hands on’ experiences and a forum for discussion and extension of ideas and experiences.
Technology that prepares every student for the future
Fernleigh Public School has leading technology programs and facilities. Technology is a vital component of our curriculum from Kindergarten to Year 6. 
Internet access is available in all classrooms and the library, allowing children to develop and explore the world of information technology.
Active and healthy students
The Personal Development, Health and Physical Education curriculum provides structured opportunities for students to enjoy regular physical exercise. As well, the school promotes an active lifestyle through fun activities, unstructured play on our excellent play equipment and participation in competitive and non-competitive sports. 
Fernleigh Public School participates in local and regional inter-school sports competitions and has a Learn to Swim program for all students.
The benefits of a strong arts program
At Fernleigh Public School we have an excellent creative arts program helping all students to develop their creative abilities. Students benefit from links to local artists and build their skills by participating in local and national art projects.
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Fernleigh Public School
Effective welfare, social skills and discipline programs
Fernleigh
 Public School’s welfare and discipline policy (incorporating the Core Rules for Students in NSW Government Schools) aims to provide a safe, secure environment in which the students will achieve success in learning and develop self-confidence and positive relationships with others.
Parents are important partners in our student welfare program and are contacted by the teacher if an issue arises with their child. Parents should contact the school immediately if they have concerns that need further consideration. A school counsellor is available at the school on request. 
Responsible citizens and leaders
Students are able to experience democratic processes and to develop effective problem-solving strategies through participation in peer support programs, student conferencing and the student representative council. Year six students further develop their leadership skills through their participation in the Young Leaders Conference.
Students and teachers work together. The students at Fernleigh Public School are encouraged to have discussions and to make their own decisions as individuals as well as members of a group.
Dare to Lead
Fernleigh Public School is a member of the Dare to Lead coalition ensuring every student is supported to achieve success in all aspects of their schooling.
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Fernleigh Public School
Excellent facilities 
The school is well equipped with modern facilities such as a well-resourced library, technology and safe and beautifully landscaped playing areas.
Composite Classes
All our classes are composite and this is one of the school’s strengths. The younger students in the class learn from the older children and the older children have the opportunity to develop their leadership skills by helping to teach the younger students through our Buddy Learning programs.
End of term assemblies
Parents are encouraged to attend the school’s term assemblies. This is a very good way to keep in touch with the many activities your children are involved in throughout the school year.
School reports
School reports provide important feedback on the progress of your child and provide students and parents with feedback on how much students have achieved throughout the year. School reports are issued at the beginning of term two and term four. 
Enrichment programs and activities
Students at Fernleigh Public School enrich their learning through educational excursions, visiting performances, environmental programs and opportunities to perform. A variety of gifted and talented programs are also offered to our students through our membership in the Southern Cross Small Schools Network and the Plateau to the Sea Learning Community.
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Fernleigh Public School
Parents and Citizens Association (P&C)
Fernleigh PS has an active P&C that welcomes new members and encourages parents to participate in their child’s education. 
Our parent body meets regularly and there is a high level of involvement and support from our parents and volunteers.
We actively encourage parents to support our teaching and learning programs. 
There are regular opportunities for teachers and parents to meet to discuss student progress and to enhance the home and school relationship to further support the educational goals of their children.
School uniform
We believe the wearing of school uniform helps to promote school pride and encourages the students to feel part of a cohesive and supportive community. We seek parent support in ensuring their child wears the appropriate uniform. 
The Fernleigh school uniform is determined by the P&C committee.
Girls
 
-
Maroon shorts or skirt
Green Fernleigh t-shirt (available through the school) or checked dress (material & pattern available from the school)
Boys
 
-
Grey shorts
Green Fernleigh t-shirt (available through the school)
Winter Uniform
 (girls and boys) –Maroon track pants, Maroon sloppy joe , 
Green Fernleigh t-shirt
Hats
 -
Maroon broad-brimmed cloth hat (available from school)
Fernleigh P.S. has a “No Hat, No Play” policy during the summer months.
Footwear
 -Shoes / Runners & socks or sandals
Parents may order uniforms and hats from the office.
Starting school successfully
Starting school is an important step in a young child’s life.  At Fernleigh Public School, we believe in developing strong home/school relationships. The school encourages and welcomes active parent participation. To  assist in this process, Fernleigh organises a Kinder Orientation program over three weeks in term four for both the new Kindergarten children and parents.
Our orientation program provides many opportunities for children starting Kindergarten to settle into a school routine, mix with groups of other children and engage in both structured and unstructured play activities. “Buddies” (children from other classes) will join in and support them in these activities.
School information
Voluntary contributions - school contributions are not compulsory however we encourage payment as they enable our school to continue its innovative programs. 
Absences 
– children are legally required to be at school between the ages of six and 15. Absences need to be explained in writing by parents
School hours
School hours are 9.30am-3.30pm. The playground is supervised from 9am in the morning. 
Transport 
School newsletter
The School Newsletter is sent home every Wednesday and can be emailed to parents on request.
District Office
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Fernleigh Public School
School information
Voluntary contributions - school contributions are not compulsory however we encourage payment as they enable our school to continue its innovative programs. 
Absences
 
– children are legally required to be at school between the ages of six and 15. Absences need to be explained in writing by parents
School hours
School hours are 9.30am-3.30pm. The playground is supervised from 9am in the morning. 
9.30 am
Lessons Commence
11.40-12.25pm
Lunch
2-2.30pm
Afternoon break
3.30pm
End of school day
Travelling to and from school
Students at Fernleigh are expected to maintain our high standards of conduct when in public travelling to or from school, observing the correct road rules whether riding a bike, catching a bus or walking. Bus and Travel Allowance forms for parents driving their child to school are available from the office.
Starting school successfully
Starting school is an important step in a young child’s life.  At Fernleigh Public School, we believe in developing strong home/school relationships. The school encourages and welcomes active parent participation. To assist in this process, a Kinder Orientation program running over 3 weeks is provided in Term 4. Our orientation program provides many opportunities for children starting Kindergarten to settle into a school routine, mix with groups of other children and engage in both structured and unstructured play activities.
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For further information or to enrol your child, please contact:
The Principal
Michaela Reina
Fernleigh Public School
451 Fernleigh Rd
Fernleigh NSW 2479
Telephone
:  02 6687 8267
Fax:
 02 6687 8570
Email
:
fernleigh-p.school@det.nsw.edu
           
‘
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Respect for ourselves, others, learning and belonging
s
       
Fernleigh Public School
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